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TO THE TEACHER 


The World Around Us is a set of six books of environmental science for primary schools. 
The environment physically presented is Indian, with features familiar to every Indian child. 

The material is based on the topics listed and the emphases recommended in the recently 
revised syllabus of the National Counci! of Educational Research and Training (NCERT). 
Due attention has however been given to absorbing the recommendations in other primary- 
level syllabuses as well. 

The series represents an effort to promote certain elements of thinking which are today 
recognised as crucial in teaching the environmental sciences. The environment is a dynamic, 
living, changing phenomenon. As human beings capable of thinking, doing and inventing, 
we exert the greatest influence on it. Man-made complexities and problems in modern living 
make it necessary for us to develop positive attitudes of concern for the environment and the 
desire to conserve its hatural endowment and resources. ‘ f 

The material is organised, as it is in the NCERT syllabus under concept-heads with 
reference to the home and the family. the neighbourhood. the school and the outer world of 
space. A number of subjects are covered. The iexts are profusely illustrated. Lessons have 
been planned and presented with a view to stimulating the child's interest and curiosity. 

A special feature is the help offered to the teacher. In the Introductory Book and Books 
l and 2, this is in the form of detailed notes for each lesson. In the later books, teaching 
guidelines are built into the text and are self-evident. The teacher is of course free not to use 
the notes and toevolve his or her own methods of teaching. The teacher is also advised to 
repeatedly supplement the material in these books with activities that draw the child’s atten- 
tion to the local environment and its peculiarities. 

The teacher's attention is drawn to the fact that in the first three books, topics and sub- 
topics have not been clustered together except at the beginning and in a few essential 
instances. This has been done to help avoid monotony and topic-grinding. The teacher is 
however free to follow a topic order in teaching if this is found preferable. In the books, the 
material is graded in order of comprehension difficulty and topics dovetail in a logical 
sequence, i 

In writing the books, every attempt has been made to appreciate the possibilities and limi- 
tations of the classroom situation. The authors, who are practising teachers themselves, are 
grateful to the many teachers consulted in the preparation of the books from whom they 
received comments, encouragement and advice. They are likewise grateful to the artists 
whose illustrations have brought these ideas alive. 


M. VINCENT SIMON 
JULIA FRANCIS 
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FAMILIES 


Hello, I am Ajit! 
I am six years old. 


Can you see the girl on 
the see-saw? 

That is Kavita. She is my 
sister. Kavita and I are 
sister and brother. 
She is four years old. 


And here are my father and mother. 
Father’s name is Prem Shankar. 


Mother’s name is Nina. 
Father and Mother are my parents. 


A FAMILY 


Kavita and Ajit live with 
their parents. 

They are a family. 
Father, Mother, Kavita, 
Ajit. 
How many are they? 


The Shankar family is a 
small family. 


Look at all the things 
they do together. 
What are they doing? 


were | > 


Look at the picture at the top of the page. 
Look at the numbers. 


ISA Solan soe s 
A ee N ee ` 
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A PAGE ABOUT ME 


| were [>> 

My mame'iss -<=6 =F 
WE ie os ee years old. 

I have---------- brothers. 

I have ---------- sisters. 

My home address is ---------------------- 


The name of my school is - ---------------->-- 
There are---------- boys in my class 
and---------- girls 


Draw a picture of yourself or paste a photograph here, 


RAMU AND HIS FAMILY 


Iam Ramu. 
I live in a village called Chaman. 
I go to school there. 


I will name them for you _ 
My father. My mother. 
My grandfather. My 
grandmother. 


My sister Rani. And I. 
We are six in the family) 


, Would you call us a large family? 


a d 


UNCLE, AUNT, COUSIN 


Lam Ajit again! 

Today my uncle brought me 
a basket of mangoes. 

He’s my father’s brother. 

His wife is my aunt. 

Their son is my cousin, 

They are a small family. 
They live two streets away from us. 


Who is your 

rather sutatne tt tec ote ee 
Father’s mother? ----=-----= ==-- == - 1- ce 
Mother’s mother? ------------- ---------. 
Mother’s brother? ---------- ------------- 
Father’s sister? ---------------—----+---- 
Uncle’s son or 

daughter? - ----------------- —--------- 


` WORKING TOGETHER 


Arun’s father is a teacher. 
He teaches in a school for 
boys and girls. ji 


Arun’s mother works at home. 
She cooks the breakfast. 

She cooks lunch, tea and dinner. 
Arun and his father help her to 
cooklunch and dinner. 


Arun’s mother washes the clothes. A 
His sister, Nisha, does the dusting. | ey 2a ie 9 
Arun helps her. They all help to Ma AY 

clean the house “vey day. i ( sie : í 


LA | Father goes to the market. 

| He goes every Tuesday evening 

| and Sunday morning. He buys 
vegetables, eggs and fruit. 
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ALL KINDS OF HOUSES 


Mira lives in Chaman. 
This is Mira’s house. 


The roof is made of straw 
and coconut leaves. It has 
two rooms. There is one door. 
There are three windows. 


It has walls made of mud. $ A P 


Ali lives in Nagpur. 
This is Ali’s house. 


The walls are made of bricks. 
The roof is made of cement. 
Ali’s house has two rooms. 

It has two doors, one in front 
and one at the back. It has four 
windows. 


Mira’s and Ali’s houses are the same size. 
They are made of different things. 


Some houses are small. 
Some houses are big. 


WHAT DO YOU DO? 


a T his is Meena’s father, Roy Thomas. 
| He works in a factory. 


Aioka Sen works in an office. — 
She is a typist. 


= Ramlal works on a farm. 
@ He grows rice and potatoes. 


Gobind Singh is a taxi driver. 
He takes people from one place to 
another. He drives very fast! 


They all work. What do they do with the 

They- get money for money? Here are some 

the rk they do. things they spend their 
money on. 


Draw other 
things you 
spend money 


RAR 
aa 
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HOUSES 


rare [> 


Draw a picture of your house here. 
(If you live in a flat, draw any house you know.) 


1 This is a---------- 
2 It is made of-------------------- : 
3 It is---------- in colour. 
4 It has---------- rooms 
5 Itis-------------------- (far from, near) the school. 
Parts of a house: 
roof door window | walls steps 


Does your classroom have some or all of these? 
Point them out. 


PETS AT HOME 


Do you have a pet at home? 
Is it a dog? Is it a cat? Is it a bird? , 


Ajit has a little brown dog. 
Its name is Tinku. 

Ajit looks after Tinku. 

He gives it milk and bread. 
Tinku is a friend. 


Wie: 
ZA 
2 


v 7 Kavita has a ki 
aS e avita has a kitten. 


Can you think of four pets that people keep at home? 
Do you have a pet? Which one? 
What does it eat? 


How do you help to look after it? 


1 
2 
3 
4 


Colour and name these animals. 
' 40 


BIG AND SMALL 


Who is the oldest? 
Who is the tallest? 
Who is the smallest? 


Hello, I’m Nina. 
l'm six years old. 


I’m twelve. 
Do you live here? 


Rita is older than Nina. 
She is taller than Nina. 
Who is shorter? 

Who is younger? How do you know? 


Who is taller? 
Is Rita taller and older? 


You can watch how you are growing. 
On your wall, paste a thin strip of brown paper. 


Stand against it with your back in line with the wall. 
\ a) Ask someone to make a pencil mark, at the top of your head., 
Measure yourself every three months. 

Some months you will grow, and some months you won’t. 
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OUR SCHOOL 


Draw a picture of your school here: 


1 What is your school called? --------------- 
Is it a big building or a small building? 


3 How many girls are there in your 


CASS) ieee eee So WON 8 
4 How many boys are there in your 

ids seen a Se ee el eS ce 
5 How many doors does your classroom 

BAVE AE ea E Epe 


6 HOW Many windows? -=-+---..-=.--.----= 
7 What are the windows made of ?----------- 
8 Who is your class teacher?-------.------- 
9 What do you wear to school?------------- 


ANIMALS WE KNOW 


Look at this picture. 

Can you name some of the 
animals in it? You see some 
of these animals every day. 
They live with us and 
around us. 


These animals give us 
milk. 


Here are some more animals 
we know. Some of us use’ 
them as food. 


Name these animals. 

They are used to carry loads 
from place to place. 
Some people ride horses and 


camels. 


13: 


1 


2) 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


Why do we live in houses? 
The pictures here give you some reasons. 


Can you think of any others? 


_ Do you have a pet in your house? 


HOUSES WE LIVE IN 


Where do you live? (names of areas) 

Do you live near your school? 

How many rooms does your house have? 

How many people are there in your house? 

Do you have plants and trees outside your house? 


Do you have friends on your street? 
Is your house near the market? 
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ANIMALS _ DN 
Colour the pictures bi 


we D> « 


Look at these pictures. 

Some of these animals live with us. 

Some of them do not. 

Which ones do not live with us? Put a circle round 
these with a crayon. 

Write down the names of all the animals. 


Strike out the ‘wrong’ word. The first has been done for you. 


Awnstwn — 


wool---------- cal sheep 

milk =--------- cow hen 
epgs---------- horse duck 

carrying loads ---------- donkey pig 
meat ---------- goat donkey 

guarding the house - --------- cow dog 
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FESTIVALS 


It is Id today. 


Ali and his father go to the mosque. 
The mosque is lit with coloured lights. 


Sa PINY 
Diwali is a festival of lights. EN C= UP 
Ajit and Kavita are wearing eei >) Ces i 
new clothes. They will light gamta a ‘sah 


lamps at night. They share 
their Diwali sweets with 

What a lovely Christmas 
tree! Jesus was born on 


their friends. 

Christmas day hundreds 
of years ago.Tom and 
his family are going to 
church. They have gifts 
for one another. 


N 
+ ` 
a ee 


MEASURING $ 


A line 


A short line 
A long line 


Measure these lines with a piece of string. 
- Which line is longer? 


——$_—$—————————— 


Now measure these with a piece of string: 


Which is the longest? 
Which is the shortest? 
Your teacher will help you. 


Make shoe-steps like this to measure the side of your classroom. 
Each step counts one. Which side. is longer? 
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à GOING TO PRAY 
Here are some places of worship: 


a mosque a gurudwara 


| 
ABOUT i 
s. Which of them have you seen? 


Which other places of worship do you know? 


ANIMALS 


Animals are living things. 
Some animals are bigger 
than others. 


Some animals are medium 


in size. £ A 
Gy ! fa 


e animals are tin Be 
Som y- sunrise, noon and sunset. 


21 sawn 


< © 
f Nac * we 


big, medium and tiny animals. 
ite them down. 
e right column. 


Which other 


` Small Tiny 
18 


THE SUN 


It is morning. 

The sun is rising. 

We call this sunrise. 

The sky is deep blue and gold. 
People are waking up everywhere} 


Now the sun is high in the sky. 
It is noon. 

The sun looks small. NA 

It is very hot. 


amal ur hk, But in winter, when it is cold, the’ 


' -sun feels nice and warm. 


It is evening. ` 
It is getting dark. 
The sun is setting. 


Draw pictures of the sun at sunrise, noon and sunset 


H , SAS 
wo. © 


Rat * 


AT THE POST-OFFICE 


. Arun wrote a letter to his friend, 
Ravi, He put it iR an envelope, my fe 
and wrote out the address. Aria a5 tp me 
lives in Bangalore. Ravi lives in pone sap 3 

= Delhi. 


At the post-office 
Arun bought a stamp. 


He stuck it on 
the envelope. 


|He dropped the letter into the letter-box. 
Ravi got Arun’s letter two days later. 


TALK 
ABOUT 


1 Who brings the letters to your house? 
2 How do letters travel from one city to another? 
3 Where can you buy stamps? 
4 Can you send a parcel of books by post? 
Which of these things can you send by post? 
Why can’t you send the other things? 
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BY THE RIVER 


Colour this picture, 


<1 Iruin 


Colour the river blue. Colour the 
coconut leaves green, and the hills 
brown. Draw a big rock behind the 
cow. Draw four birds flying in the air. 
Colour and name these animals. 


[ware [> 
9 


What is the man in the water doing? 
How many houses do you see in the 


picture? 
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AT THE ZOO, AT THE FAIR 


This is Arun at the zoo with his father. 
What animals are they looking at? 


Can the animals come out of the cage? 


Colour the picture . 


Ali and Shama have come toa fair. 007% $ x \ P i} 
INE 7% oF AWA 


What things do you see in the picture? ee Ñ = TA 4 
a merry-go-ground,--------- ; t SATE 


AEE E NAN 
at ee PSN A 


SN 


What is Shama eating? 


‘ E$ PR NET A) 
Do they have lights at the fair? / ESN } a ) A i 
Why is the little girl crying? Wears 7 ie D la'o 
P» 4 AR df 


i = j 
Colour the picture . 
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THINGS WE USE 


We usé many things in our houses. 
Here are some things. 
Do you know them? 


1 spoon E 9 plate 

2 hanger An 10 needle 

3 knife ae lity shoebras 
4 comb Gaara) 12 hammer 


: = Zz 
5 pair of scissors Ses Blass 
6 clothes-peg T 14 grinding stone E 


7 ladle 


8 iron 


mar 


Write down all the names. 


l a spoon—to eat I 
“Wo peop ESS S eS EO Cee ea a 
Slee, eh nee a eee NF ae ae ee a 
y tas ee Eee eee et ae PAE oe eee 
5 Sia 6eScS ee eee IS eee ac E A a 
6 nes oe ee ee eee 1A Ee a er es BN, ie i 

Dever E Siea Ee L rere 
f aada a l raa E L aa a 


a cotton blouse 


+ Uinsiis: apiece of ----= <<... 


THE CLOTHES WE WEAR 


: 


a woollen pullover a silk sari a nylon shirt 


Collect different pieces of cloth. 

Cut the pieces into small squares. 

(You can get cloth bits from your tailor.) 
Paste them here or in your scrap-books. 


Write under each piece of cloth 


Wises. 20s 3 (smooth, rough) to touch, 


With the cloth. 


Your teacher will help you. 


A WEDDING 


Arun’s aunt Saroja got 
married last week. 

She married Sridhar. 
Sridhar is a handsome 
young man. He is a 
doctor. Saroja is a 
teacher. 


Who was the bride? Who was the bride- groom? 


Arun talked about the wedding to his 
friend, Mira. 


Think of a wedding you went to and 
complete what Arun told Mira. 


1 The wedding was in a------- ----(hall, temple, 
church, house) . 

I wore---------- : 

The bride wore ---------- : 

The bride-groom wore --- ------- ` 

We ate---------- ; 

We were there for---------- (the 

whole day, a little while, the morning, the 


evening.) 


NM hwWh 
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THINGS WE USE IN SCHOOL 


a pencil 


. a book 


a crayon 


a duster 


a bottle of gum a ruler 


a blackboard an exercise book 


a rubber a pen 


a sharpener a piece of chalk ey 


1 How do you use these things? 
2 What other things do you use? 


What would you use if you did not have l 


a duster to clean the blackboard 

a sharpener to sharpen your pencil 

a pin E RF up a picture on the wall 

a bottle of gum to stick a pict 

a ruler to draw a line ae 


n BUN 


LS 7 eae AN 
W m T 
[ 


Colour the picture of the classroom. 
[write | > 
1 Who uses the blackboard? 
2 What do we write on the blackboard with? 


3 What is the basket in the corner used for? 


You can use the words below the pictures. 


KEEPING THINGS CLEAN 


Tell the stories from the pictures. 
You can use the words below the pictures. 


Gopi banana ate skin father 


slip leg broken Waste-paper basket 


What should Gopi have done? 
a es ne, 


S058 = 


plate of sweets friend 


kitchen 


Visit 


) plate rot covere 
flies mouse. sick eeg 


What should Mother have done? 
a a 
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LEFT AND RIGHT 


This is my left hand. 


This is my right hand. 


Look at this ponte 
Answer ‘on my right’ or ‘on my left’. 


Where is the blackboard? 
Where is the teacher? 

Where is the calendar? 

Where is the little girl Standing? 
Where is the picture? 


A HAPPY DAY 


Every year you celebrate Independence 
Day in your school. 

It is a happy day for our country. 

Homi gets up early, and dresses up 

He walks to the school. 

On the way he sees flags on the tops oi 
the buildings. 

How gay the street looks! 

In school, the children gather round the 
flag-pole. - 
“The principal hoists the flag. 

There is a rain of flowers. 

The children sing ‘Jana gana mana’. 

Jai Hind! 


Colour this flag. 
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MOVING ABOUT 


a scooter a car 


How many wheels does each have? 


1 ‘Two wheels 4 


2 Three wheels 


3 


What are these? 


I 

Eee = 5 i ada = a, 
2 

ee ea 
3 

2 a 


1*Which one travels on rails? 
2 Which one flies? 

3 Which one goes on water? 
4 Which one looks like a bird? 
5 Which goes fastest? 


33 
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LIVING THINGS 


Plants and animals are living things. 


ulay 
WHullufpe vifte 


Living things grow. 
They move. 

They breathe. 

They need food to 
stay alive. 


Colour the picture, 
Mark the living things. 


$ q 


ANIMALS IN HOMES 


Do you have a pet animal at home? 
Some animals need houses to live in. 
Some of them live in our houses. 
Can you think of five animals which live 
in our houses? 

A cow lives in 
‘a cow-shed. 


| Horses livet in stables. 


Hens and ducks live in wire-cages or pens or 


sheds. 
Look at these animals. Write down the names, 
an ant a mosquito a mouse 


a wall lizard m 


1 Where are they found? a cockroach 


2 What does each one eat? 
3 What colour is a cockroach? 


4 Which ones have wings? 
5 What other animals do we find ın our houses? 
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WATER 
Where do we get water from? 
~ e ų Ex Ub 
yy le Up 


from the rain _. front rivers 


from tanks . 


We need water in our houses. 
Some of us have taps. 

This is a tap. 

You have to turn it to get water. IN 


Some of us have pumps. 
This is a pump. 
You move it up and down. 


Some of us do not have taps or pumps. 
We store water from taps in the street. 
We store it in buckets and drums. 

We use water for 


36 


TH 


AN AGCIDENT 


Tell the story from these pictures. 


1 What does the story tell you? 

2 Which of these do you learn from it. 
Í must keep clean. 
I must help my friend. 
I must go to school on time. 
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Colour the picture. 


[ware [> 


1 What games do you see being played by the children in the picture? 
2 How many children can you count in the playground? 


= (= (Cane 


oe! = 
{iain ss com Wane 


ie 
uy 


Ub 


YA | 


TT 


S 
os 
= 


i 
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TALKING ABOUT THINGS 


Is there a river in your town? 

Is it a big river or a small one? 

What colour is it? 

Who lives near you? 

Are there many houses near your house? 
Where is the vegetable market? What is the name 
of the market? Is it far or near? : 
What vegetables . o you buy? 

Is there a park or ge len near your house? 
Where do you pt ° 

Have you been io « ‘cinema? 


GAMES WE PLAY 


We play games. _ 
Here are some things we use. 


a cricket bat a hockey stick a tennis racquet 


Which is the heaviest? 
Which is the lightest? 
What are they made of ? 


a shuttlecock a tennis ball a tenniquoit a cricket ball 


> ai 
What are these made of? 


Do you like to play? 
What games do you play? 
Where do you play? 
Why do you play games? 


40 


BUSHES AND SHRUBS 


Have you seen these 
plants and flowers? 


Colour the pictures, 


These plants grow quite tall. 
They are called bushes and shrubs. 


Here are some small plants. 


$ 


Z 


a 


Grasses 
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TREES 


Some trees grow very tall. 


They have trunks. 
_ They have branches. 


Complete this picture of a tree. 
Mark numbers to show 


1 branch 2 trunk 3 crown 


6 leaf 7 flower 


temma ese 


Ú 


Kí 


SFA) 
4 \ 
PUIN 


4 root 


5 stem 


TALK ABOUT YOURSELF 


1 Who wie you up this morning from bed? 
2 What did you eat in the morning? 

3 Do you bring your lunch to school? 

4 What do. you do when you get ore in the 

evening? 

5 ‘What month is this? 

6 What day is it today? 

7 What day was it yesterday? 

8 What class are you in now? 

9 What class will you be in next year? . 

10 Do you like sweet or sour things? 
11 Who dresses you every morning? 

12 Have you ever travelled in a train? 


13 When was the last time ‘you travelled? 


THE CROW ON THE TEASHOP 


This is my school. Colour it brown. 

There is a temple next to the school. Colour 
it yellow. 

There is a tree behind the temple. Colour it green. 


Can you see the man in front of the temple? 
There is a tea-shop near the temple. 
A crow is sitting on top of it. 


CEM a cle a ae Se the school. 
ERO Hig eee to cscs. the temple. 
TCS NCC o a ai the temple. 
The crow is sitting------------ =------ the 

tea-shop. ‘ 


ALIVE AND NOT ALIVE 


Some of these things have life. 
They. breathe. They move. They grow. 


We call them living things. 


Some of the things have no life. 
They do not breathe. 


They do not grow. | 
They move only if we move them. 
We call them non-living things. 


Point out the living things. 
Point out the non-living things. 
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GROWING YOUR PLANT 


Soak some tamarind seeds in water for a day. 


Take a dish and place some cotton-wool in it. 

Keep the cotton-wool damp. 

Place the seeds on it. ` 

Cover them with a thin layer of damp cotton-wool. 
~ Watch the plants grow. 


Draw a picture of them in your books. 


Make a carrot garden. 

Take five fresh carrots with leaves. 

Cut off the tops. 

Place them in sand in a large pot or box. 

Pour a cup of water over them. = 
You have a carrot garden. 


ON THE ROAD 


Have you seen a traffic signal like this? 


Colour this light red. 


Colour this light orange. 


Colour this light green. . 


What must you do if the red light comes on? 
the green light comes on? the orange light comes on? 


—— 


Look at the pictures. 


Mala wants to turn left. 
What should she do? 
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FINDING THE WAY 


Kamala is going to the zoo with her mother. 
Trace out the way with your pencil. 
Is it the shortest way? 


Make a list of the things Kamala and her mother 
see on the way. 


Here are some words you can use: 
railway-station post-box garden 


shop bridge train-crossing 
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THINGS PEOPLE MAKE 


| George is a tailor. 
He makes clothes. Q, 
He uses scissors ee 


A 


a needle, 
thread 
- A 
buttons and SE e> 
hooks. = 


Abu is a carpenter. 
He makes tables and 
chairs from wood. 


T i E nails 


Sini is a cobbler. 

He makes shoes and chappals. 

He also mends shoes, chappals and bags. 
He uses a hammer, 


vT Te leather thread 


and a large needle. 
We has a stand to put the shoe on. 


Make a list of the things George, Abu and Sini use. 
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GROWING AND MOVING 


beets 


A calf grows into a cow. 


Small plants grow into bigger plants or trees. 
50 


THEN AND NOW 


This is a picture of a school. 


Trt) FP ee 
cw a Jae ALP e Ee 


This is a picture of the same school. 
_ It was taken fifty years ago. 


ER Ne N Make a list of the 


changes. Your 
teacher will write 
them on the 
blackboard. 


You may need 
these words; 


trees doors swing horse-cart 


cement road bus-shed school-bus 
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CLEANING AND WASHING 


Hew would you 
wash a dirty handkerchief? 
polish a pair of black shoes? 


wash a plate? 


clean the top of a dusty wooden table? 


wash your face? 


brush your teeth? 


Make a list of the things you will need. 
Talk about each task. 


[were > 


What are the following used for? 


| se? mn 
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ALL KINDS OF LEAVES - 


Collect five small leaves of different shapes. 


Put them in a leaf press or between the pages of 
a heavy book, like this. 


Place them on a large sheet of white paper. Fe 


Draw the outlines like this, 

or look at each leaf and draw it. & 
Colour all the leaves. 

Find out the names of the plants. 
Write down the names. 


| Leaves come in different shapes and sizes. 

Most leaves are green. (Are they the same green?) 
Some leaves are brown or yellow or red. 

Some leaves have spots. 

| Some leaves are rough. Some leaves are smooth. 
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ON THE ROAD 


Look at this picture carefully. 


Look at what is happening in the places 
marked A, B, C, and D. 


For each of them, see and say ` 


1 what is happening 
2 is it right and safe 


3 what is the correct or safe way. 
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JN THE MARKET 


Here is a picture of a market. 
It is full of things to buy. 
There are many shops. 
There are big shops and 
small shops. 


This is a vegetable shop. 
It sell all kinds of vegetables. 
Can you name some of them? 


This is a fruit shop. 
What are the fruits kept in? 


How many kinds of fruit can 
you see? 


| 
4 


This is a grocer’s shop. 


m We can buy rice and dal here. 
é TA 3.| We can.also buy soaps and 
toothbrushes. 
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PEOPLE AROUND YOU 


What do these men do? 


This is an engine driver. 
He drives a railway engine. 
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THINGS AROUND US 


Here is a list of things. 
Write down the names of all the things. 
Put them in the right column. 


In the kitchen . On the street In the classroom 


mas -e an eee ee wee -i e 


The picture below has two examples of circles, rectangles and ee 
Italso has two examples of cylindrical and star-like shapes. Can yO 
identify, each pair, and describe their similarities? 
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LONG TIME ,SHORT TIME 


This is a neem tree. 

It is near Sheela’s house. 
Her grandfather planted it. 
The tree is fifty years old. 
It will live for many more years. 


Heré is a rose-bush. 
It will not grow as tall as the neem tree. 
It will live only for a few years. 


Look at this rice plant. 
It is a kind of grass. 

It will not grow very tall. 
It will live only for a few months. 


Some plants live for a great, many years. 
Some plants live for a few years. 
Some plants live only for a few months. 
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A PICTURE TO DRAW 


There is a river in the picture. 
There is a boat on the river. 
There are three people in the — 


(©) s 
boat. 
= There is a hill in the picture. 2 D © 
There is a temple at the 
top of the hill. lE \ j 


© 


There are coconut trees 
by the side of the river. ; 
There aren’t any mango trees. TE © 
There are four birds in the sky. ~ ~ 


Now copy these pictures in the right spaces below. 
The numbers will help you. 


WHO WILL HELP? 
Fill in the missing words. There is a list of words at the bottom of 


the page to help you. 


1 Salim is ill. 
His mother will take him to the ease eS 


2 I want to buy a packet of rice. 
I will buy it at the--------------- 


3 My father is getting a table made. 
_ The------------------ is coming today. 


4 I have some clothes for a skirt. 
The o will make it for me. 


5 Look at your hair! You need a haircut. — 


Let’s go to the-------------"--~ = 


6 Run to the------------- f 
I want a loaf of bread. 


bakery grocer’s barber 
carpenter hospital tailor. 
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A MARKET GAME 


Rani has to buy all these things. 
Where can she buy what? 
Draw lines from the pictures to the shops. 


|VEGETABLE|| FRUIT || GROCER'S STATIONERY || BAKERY 
Sa zi 5 


a — 
There are four things wrong with this picture. Can you 
find them? 
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THE SKY 


The sun. 
` The sun ihc during the day. E 
It is very bright. 


” The moon and the stars. 
They shine at night: 
Some nights there is no moon in 
the sky. On cloudy nights we 
cannot see the stars. 


= 


ea 
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THE KIND POLICEMAN . 


Tell the story from the pictures. 


K 
mae) oE TA 
(ips 
Ay) ae 
fe f 
A 
f- (a ma 


| ee 


What else do policemen do? 


Here are some words to help you. 


thief catch road traffic accidents 


THE GROUND WE WALK ON 


The ground we walk on 
is full of all kinds of things. 


Zs Q 
T OCS 


small stones ` big stones 


m Pie 
y insects 
Take a handful of mud from 
the school grounds. 


Make a list of the things you 
see in it. 


Is it wet or dry? 

What colour is it? 

Does it fall through your 
hands like this? 


} Can you mix water and mould 
it like this? 


THE CHANGING MOON 


The moon changes its shape. 


Draw the shapes. 


Look at the shape of the moon tonight. 
Draw it here. 
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THE POTTER AND THE BASKET-WEAVER 


Talk about these pictures. 
Here are some words you can use. 


Potter clay wheel turn shape neck cut 


Basket-weaver weave cane strip 
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A PANEL TO MAKE 


Here is a panel you can all make for your classroom. 
Your teacher will help you. i 


You will need: 

3 or 4 sheets of white or light yellow card 

transparent sticking tape or glue 

scissors 

crayons 

paints 

bits of coloured paper, bits of cloth, pressed leaves, photographs, 
pictures ana anything else you like. 


Now, 
Cut each sheet into equal parts like this. 


Fasten the panel firmly on the wall. 


Each of you thinks of something be remembers learning about in this book. 


Each of you draws, paints oF sticks a picture of it on the panel. 


Write your names under your picture. 
Here are some things you can draw, paint © 
on the panel. 


r make to paste 


house sun tree dog scooter bus 

leaf wall soap shop traffic-lights water-lap 
rain cow mouse woman market- bag elephant 
basket rose-bush doctor engine blackboard waste-papel 
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Lesson Notes for Teachers 


The notes on these pages refer to each page of the text and are intended to be guidelines for 


the teacher. They offer suggestions on how to organise the Jesson and how to help children 


acquire (through discussion, written exercises, observation and exploratory activity) a sen- 
sitive understanding of the concept. 

The guidelines are offered with the recognition that there is more than one good way of 
teaching something and with the hope that teachers will if necessary modify, adapt, extend or 
change methods to suit the situation in which they teach. 

The numbers in boldface type refer to page numbers and the title is the title of the 
lesson. The concept/topic is explained briefly under each lesson-head. The link-pages appear- 
ing in brackets after the lesson-heads indicate lessons which are topically or conceptually 
linked to other lessons in the book. This is provided for teachers who would prefer teaching 
topic-clusters to following the order in the book. The five blank pages in the text are 
intended to be pages for free drawing or writing activity. 


Families (Link pages : 2-6) 1 Go back to the magazine cut-outs prepared 


Concept: The family as the most intimately 
known unit of the child’s social environ- 
ment. 


Draw class into a discussion about the 
family. Paste magazine cut-outs or photo- 
graphs of large and small families on the 
board. Introduce the ‘family’ concept—a unit 
composed chiefly of parents and children, 
sometimes of grandparents as well. 
2 Ask children about.their individual families. 
Some questions: 
Who do you live with? 
, How many people are there altogether? 
or many of either sex?) 
Are you the youngest/oldest child? 
3 Hold up book, opened to page 1. Read 
out each portion of page, beginning with 
an introduction to Ajit: ‘Do you see this 
little boy? |He’s your age. His name is 
Ajit. And read out what Ajit says. Ask 
children to point to Ajit, Ajit’s sister, his 
father, his mother, ` 
Get children to make paper cut-outs of a 
family and paste them in their scrap-books. 
(Children cannot be expected to write at this 
Stage, so it will be oral discussions through- 
out. Ask only general questions like the ones 
Suggested—not all children have or live with 
their parents. Ask questions that will provoke 
thought, not embarrassment or shyness.) 


2 A Family ane Pages : 1 3-6) 
cept : Size of famil inter-acti 
between family and a E 


J 
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for page 1. Ask children to identify small 
and large families. 

Read the lesson out upto ‘The Shankars are 
a small family’. Ask the children to check if 
this is true and whether they agree. 

Read on and involve the class in a discussion 
based on the pictures. Fit in questions to the 
children; 

What are all the things you do together? 
(hint : eat, read, go to the cinema) 

Who sits with you when you do your home 
lessons? 

The exercise at the end of the page can be a 
written or oral one. 


3 A Page about Me (Link pages : 1 2 4-6) 


This is a ‘free’ page for the child’s enjoy- 
ment. Help the children fill in the blanks. 
Some teachers might prefer to give the 
children a blank sheet to write whatever they 
wish on about themselves, or draw members 
of their family on, Either way, this is a page 
for free expression. 


core and his family (Link pages: 1-3 
Concept : Large and small families, 

Read out lesson. A 
Talk about joint families and families where 
there are many children. 

Go back to lesson and ask children whether 
they think Ramu’s family is large. This is an 
Open question to which both ‘no’ and ‘yes’ 


are valid as answers — six may not be conside- 
red large by some. 

4 Get the children to do the simple writing 
exercise, Supplement it by oral, open-ended 
questions about the magazine cut-outs. 


5 Uncle, Aunt, Cousin (Link pages: 1-4 6) 
Concept : Relatives. 

Introduce concept. 

Read lesson. 

Fit in questions; 

Do any of your relatives live with you? 

Do you have any relatives in town? 

When do you see them? (often / sometimes / 
never / on festivals) 

The exercise can be an oral or written one. 
An interest point can be struck by asking 
children for their mother-tongue equivalents 
for the labels. 


wn 


ub 


6 Working together (Link pages : 1-5) 
Concept : Inter action in a family and how 
cooperation and helping are a part uf living 
together. Lesson also discusses routine work 
and ‘duties’. 

Read lesson out slowly. 

Ask oral questions based on the lesson : 
What work does Arun’s father do? How do 
the children help? etc. 

Oral exercise. (If this is a written one, help 

. with the spelling.) 

Draw children into discussions about the 

distribution of duties in their houses : 

et work does each person in your family 
0? 


P| 
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How does your family help you? (food, 
baths, dress, combing, escorting to school, 
helping With home lessons) 

What do you do yourself without any help ? 
How do you help with the work? 

(Many Indian homes would have paid dom- 
estic help. Accept this matter-of-factly wher- 
ever it occurs in the answers but ask ‘How 
do you help the person who does all your 
work?’ Encourage children to be honest 
rather than ‘out to impress’ as great helpers.) 


| 


a Kinds of Houses (Link pages: 9 14°29 
) 

Concept : People live in all kinds of houses. 
Houses are built of different materials. 

1 This is a read-out lesson. 

2 Collect pictures of houses. Ask questions : 
Would you call this a large or a small 
house? 


Do you like this house ? or Which house do 
you like? What do you like about it? 
What are these houses made of? 

3 Talk about large families in small and big 

houses and small families in small and big 
houses and related problems. 
(The emphasis throughout must be on the 
facts of living i.e. that for everybody a 
house is a shelter. No values like ‘nice and 
big’ or ‘small and cramped’. Do not ask 
children what kinds of houses they live in. 
Talk about the pleasures and comforts of 
small and big houses.) 

4 A walk round a housing area would be 
interesting. Point cut features of houses— 
roof-style, number of storeys etc. Get 
children to look at and identify sand, 
cement, bricks, tiles etc. 


8 What do you do? (Link pages: 49 56 61) 
Concept: Working and earning money to 
spend on things we need. 


Talk about the fact that people do diffrent 
kinds of work. Mention some jobs, ask 
children to think of others. Picture maga- 
zines are a great help—get children to look 
at various pictures and tell them ‘This is a 
doctor. He helps people when they are ill’. 
‘This is an actress. She acts in films.’ 

Read out lesson, pointing to pictures. 
Introduce concept of working for money, 
Guided discussion of things we spend money 
on, Ask children to think of various items 
in their knowledge, list it upon the board 
(or better, draw the things). “Guide them to 
think of expenditure on ‘abstract’ things 
like house rent, school fees etc. 

The discussion must lead to the awareness 
that money buys things, and different people 
spend money in different ways. 

4 A drawing session—children draw things 
they would like to spend money on. 
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9 Houses (Link pages: 7 14 29 35) 
Concept. The common features of a house, 


1 The lesson is self-explanatory, and leads on 
from page 7. 

2 Get children to list other features familiar 
to them — balcony, ceiling etc. 

3 Activity—building houses from. biscuit 
packs, Class can be divided into groups or 
one house can be ‘built’ by the whole class, 
Guide activity but do not instruct or inter- 
fere in decisions while the building process 
ison, Later provoke thought by questions 
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with built-in suggestions—‘Isn’t your roof too 
big?’ ‘Don’t you want the roof to be fixed 
to the house? This way, it will blow away.’ 
“What about some some more windows?” 


10 Pets at Home (Link pages: 13 15 1935 68) 
Concept: Animals are a part of the living 
environment. Some people keep them for 
pets. 

1 Discussion on looking after pets stimulated 
by questions suggested at the start of the 
lesson. 

2 Read out the portions about Ajit and 
Kavita. 

3 Follow the ‘Talk About’ exercise and 
colouring animals. Get children to talk 
naturally about problems like house-trai- 
ning animals. 

4 More drawing on their own of animals they 
like. Pin up the pictures with the names of 
the children who have drawn them. Get 
children to collect pictures of animal pets for 
a giant poster, 


11 Big and Small (Link pages : 19 50) 
Concept : Comparisons of age and height, 
also the idea that people grow. This concept 
must be handled as simply as possible. Com- 
parisons can be very confusing. It is better to 
develop the concept by using observation 
exercises than by statement of fact. 

1 Follow lesson as in text, 


2 Prepare a simple chart with magazine cut- . 


outs of groups of people. Ask children to 
attempt to identify the youngest, the short- 
est, the oldest etc. It will often be a guess. 
If they are obviously wrong, draw attention 
to the picture again with hints like ‘Look 
again, carefully,’ or Are you sure?’ Provide 
Interesting take-offs to answers with remarks 
like, ‘Yes, 1 think you're right. She is the 
ae Of the lot. But she isn’t the tallest, is 
3 Classroom height comparisons can be inte- 
Testing and fun, but allow only a few 
minutes for this or it can get tedious. Keep 


children from assigning merits to tallness or 
shortness, : 


12 Our School (Link Pages: 28 57) 
Concept: The school as the second-most 
familiar environment in the child’s life. 


Follow the lesson as in the text. Arrange for 


children to see what other classrooms look 
like. Draw attention to other features such as 
the playground, drinking-water facilities etc. 


13 Animals we know (Link pages: 10 15 


19 35 68) 
Concept: Familiar animals and the part 
they play in our lives. 

1’ Draw or show children pictures of animals 
they have seen sometime or other. 

2 Follow lesson, drawing attention to the 
groups. For each group, ask questions to 
provoke thought. 

‘What would we not have if there were no 
cows, buffaloes and goats?” To the ready 
answer that children will give—‘milk’—ask 
them how we use milk. 

“Does everybody eat meat?’ Introduce con- 
cepts of ‘vegetarian’ and ‘non-vegetarian’. 
Today, people use horses, camels and oxen 
for loads much less than they did hundreds 
of years ago. Why is this so? . 


14 Houses we live in (Link pages: 7 29 35) 
Concept : Why we live in houses — the basic 
idea of shelter, protection from weather and 
safety, 

Follow lesson. Do zor help with informa- 
tion about the reasons, elicit it with lead 
phrases—‘Imagine’, or ‘Just think’. 


- 


2 Oral exercise at end of lesson. Ask each 


child the questions. This will take conside- 
rable time but is worthwhile as an exercise 
in thinking and observing, as well as articu- 
lating. To the ‘how many’ questions, if the 
child cannot count, change the question— 
‘What are all the rooms in your house?’ and 
‘Who are all the people in your house?’ 
Count as they answer and tell them the 
numerical total—‘You’ve got three rooms. 
‘There are six people in your house.’ Do not 
remark on this either way. 


15 Animals (Link pages: 10 13 19 35 68) 


Concept: Wild and domestic animals; how 
domestic animals are used. 


1 Follow text which is self-explanatory. 
2 Initiate a discussion on why wild animals 


cannot live in our houses. Give them the 
argument from the animal’s point of view 
not ‘the point that they are dangerous to us— 
wild animals have an environment to which 
they are accustomed. Draw attention to 
features of this environment—the open spaces 


wo 


of the forest, hunting habits etc. A large 
picture of a forest reserve would provide a 
better basis for discussion. 


16 Festivals (Link pages : 24 27 32) 
Concept: Festivals as a social event. 

1 Talk about the idea of a festival as an event 
of celebration, enjoyment, perpetuation of a 

- custom. Get children to make a list of the 
various festivals they celebrate. 

2 The lesson deals with religious festivals. 
Narrate background stories about each 
festival—or ask children to find out and 
relate them in the class. 


17 Measuring 
Concept: The idea of lengths and of 
measuring lengths. 


Follow text in lesson. Do not bring in units 
of measurement. 

Get children to measure various objects in 
the classroom with strings. Get them to 
measure with other things as well—how many 
matchboxes long is the chair-arm? How- 
many pencils does the board measure? 


_ 
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18 Going to Pray (Link page: 16) 

Topic: Places of worship. 

Read out lesson. Ask about other places of 
worship. Bring in idea that some people pray 
in their own houses and have different ways 
of praying. 

Ask children to collect pictures of old and 
modern places of worship-—this is to remove 
the stereotype that all churches have spires 
or that mosques must have domes and 
minarets etc. 

Elicit information about the features of each 
place of worship. (This topic must be taught 
carefully. Depending on their family/religi- 
ous background, children may or may not 
understand religious praying. Make this an 
information lesson. Questions like ‘Do ou 
pray? are hee Ask instead, ‘Have 
you seen a church? Hew man 

been inside a church?” y of you have 
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19 Animals (Link pages: 10 13 35 68) 
Coe ¢ Grouping animals in terms of 

l The text is self-explanatory. Follow it 
slowly, The exercise is an oral one. Make 
this a classroom exercise. Put up the cate- 
Sores on the board, take it up column by 
column asking children to name animals, 


Write down incorrect answers, too. Later go 
back to each list and ask children to check. 
2 Think of 15 animals other than those shown 
in the text. Quiz children on the size cate- 
gories. 
An interesting variation would be to prepare 
a large wall chart with four columns. Child- 
ren bring pictures or drawings and paste 
them in the right columns. 


21 The Sun (Link pages: 64 67) 
Topic: The daily phenomenon of the sun’s 
movements - sunrise, noon, sunset. 


- This is a topic with tremendous possibilities 
for drawing and painting. Provide plenty of 
paper. paints and crayons for free expression. 
Read text through, allowing children time to 
grasp each portion. 

Talk-about questions; 

How does the sky look at sun set? 

Why do people like to finish all their work 
by sun:set? 

When does the sun look siitallest? When is it 
hottest? 

Discuss how we follow the sun’s rhythm 
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rising with it, and gradually ending 
ail activity and preparing to sleep when it 
sets, 


22 At the Post-Office (Link page: 65) 
Topic: Community services—the post-office, 

Ì Questions to find out how much children 
know about post-offices, Talk about older 

methods of communication—horses, pigeon- 

post, drums and smoke-signals, 

Read text. Demonstrate Procedure of put- 
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ting „letter in envelo e, writin 5 
sticking stamp and ans evens a 
Oral discussion based on questions in the 
text. Askin great detail if necessary —how 
many times does ‘the postman come? Does 
he wear any uniform? etc. i j 
4 The last Part of the text: children will enjoy 
this. Quiz them on other items. Deal with 
illogical answers by furthe Š 


i i _ by r questions — 
But don’t you think it would be hes? etc. 
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23 By the River (Link pages: 31 39 60) 


oncept: Natural surroundings - i 
relationships ndings and spatial 


1 Follow lesson including activity and Writing 


Portions, Guide with spellin b i 
what will go into the ist ene ee DOM 


2 os up calendar pictures of natural scenery 
sk questions to test observation, Make 
Statements (This is a narrow river, Look au 
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all the hills around.) Allow time for children 
to relate what you are saying, to the picture, 
then follow with tail-questions (Is it a 
narrow river? Are there hills all round or 
only on one side?) 1 

3 Ask children to orally list or point out 
natural and man-made objects. 


24 At the Zoo, At the Fair (Link pages: 19 
27 32) 
Topic: Social outings. 

{ Follow text, dealing separately with each 
portion. Oral questions. Colouring. 

2 Get children to talk about their experiences, 
including watching games, listening to the 
radio etc. 


25 Things we Use (Link pages: 28 42) 
Topic: Tools used in everyday living. 

1 This topic introduces the idea that we need 
tools for different kinds of jobs. Make the 
exercise an oral and then a written exercise. 

2 If children respond, extend this with ques- 
tions like What do we cut with? (knife, 
scissors?) What are the different ways of 
grinding things? 


26 The Clothes we Wear 
Topic: Clothes and materials. 


1 Obtain and let children examine garments 
made of cotton, wool, silk and nylon. 

2 Follow activity suggested. Waste cloth bits 
can be obtained from tailors, The idea is 
for children to get to know and recognise 
materials by sight and touch. Help them use 


adjectives like thick, thin, soft, rough, trans- 
parent. 


27 A Wedding (Link pages: 


16 24 
Topic : Sader 


The wedding as a social event. 


$ A wedding in India, regardless of the 
scale on which it is celebrated, is an 
exciting, enjoyableevent. Address the oral 
exercise to each child. 
28 Things we Use in Sch i : 
D ein ool (Link pages : 


Topic: Schoo! equipment i 
and their uses, pay ia a 


This lesson familiarises children wi i 

S ith thin 
aaa in school. The text is T EE 
A exercise at the end is intended to make 
children think of practical substitutes for 
whatever is not available at han 


t d For in: 
a piece of cloth can be used iene oF 


74 


duster, and cooked rice (or wheat-gum paste) 
if no commercial gum is available. Resource- 
fulness is important in every situation, 


30 Keeping Things Clean (Link page: 52) 
Concept: Hygiene for health and preven- 
tion of accidents, 

Let the children look at the first set of 
pictures. Ask them if they understand the 
story in the pictures. (Guide if they do not 
understand, but do not relate the story.) 
Read out the list of words they can use, 
explaining any they do not understand, Now 
ask a child to tell the story—correct facts 
but not language. Address the question 
(What should Gopi, the little boy, have 
done?) to the class. Go on to discuss the 
importance of waste-paper baskets and 
garbage cans. 

Do the same with the second set of pictures, 
Discuss the importance of keeping food 
clean. 3 

Talk about how the municipalities try to 
keep our streets cleane How can we coope- 
rate? 
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31 Left and Right (Link pages : 23 39 44 60) 
Concept: ‘Lef? and ‘right’ as spatial 
relationships to an object. 


Teach the concept, choosing your own 
method of doing so. Children will under- 
` stand more easily if right and left hands are 
associated with functions—In India, we 
normally eat with our right hand, for 
Instance. 
2 Follow lesson and picture exercise. Adapt 
exercise to the classroom situation. 
3 It is important to teach that ‘right’ and 
‘left? are in relation to the speaker and 
depend on the direction in which the 
Speaker is facing. Thus if you are facing 
the class, what’s on your right may be on 
the class’s left. Teach this last, after they 
have sorted out the concept clearly. 


32 A Happy Day (Link pages : 16 27 24) 
Topic: Independence Day as a national 
day of celebration. 

l Talk about the day what it means to our 
country. 

2 Read text and guide children on flag 
colours, 

33 Moving about 
Topic: Transport. 


1 Talk about how transport evolved, how men 
travelled in the past, how men have made 
things so dramatically different with the 
invention of motor-cars, trains, ship and 
planes. Ask children to think of and draw 
pictures of old-means of transport. Discuss 
which of these survive in India to this day 
(bullock-carts, horse-carts etc.), 

2 Read text. Talk about the pictures and 
whether your town has these. Which do they 
see in greater number? 

Follow with exercise on wheels and oral 
questions (adding more if necessary) on the 
pictures of the train, ship and plane. 

3 A drawing session. 


34 Living things (Link pages: 45 50) 
Concept; Living and non-living things. 
Allow children time to examine the picture 
before you read out the entire text slowly. 
Then ask them to point out the living things 
in the picture, Deal with incorrect answers 
by asking more lead-on questions—‘If it’s 
alive, it should move, shouldn’t it? or 
‘I don’t think it’s breathing, do you?’ The 
log in the picture is not intended as a trip- 
up item. It will be a focus of interest and 
will help drive home the features one essen- 
tially finds in living and non-living things. 
The classroom is normally an inadequate 
environment for an appreciation of the 
concept. Take the children outside. Point 
out objects with the question ‘Living or not 
living?’. (Do not use the word ‘dead’ as this 
will confuse the concept.) Allow children 
time to.examine and touch objects. Make 
this a light, enjoyable experience without 
over-working the question aspect. 
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35 Animals in Homes (Link pages: 10 13 15 
19 68) 

Topic: Shelter for animals. 

Introduce topic by talking about the simila- 
tities and the differences in human and 
animal needs for shelter. 

Follow text slowly. The exercises are recom- 
mended as oral exercises. The last exercise 
talks about animals most of which are 


N 


considered pests in any house. D 
] n - Do 
volunteer this negative aspect. It is ear. 
tant that animals are first viewed as living 
things in their own right, 
36 Water 
Topic: Water and its uses 


The text is self-explanatory. Talk about 
water, how necessary it is for life. At the end 
of the lesson, prompt a discussion on how 
water must be saved and conserved. 


37 An Accident 
Topic : Helping people in difficulty — aware- 
ness of the social environment 

1 Let the class examine the pictures carefully. 
Guide narration of the story by focussing 
on each picture (‘Now look at the first 
picture. Where is the boy going?’) Supple- 
ment further understanding and observation 
by questions drawing attention to less 
obvious or assumed facts ~‘Is he walking 
quickly or slowly?’ ‘How do you think the 
boy fell down?’ 

2 The questions at the bottom of the page 
have been carefully phrased. There is no - 
‘correct’ answer to question 2, but a choice 
is involyed of what is more important inthe - 
circumstances. In this case the help aspect 
(I must help my friend) has been indirectly 
emphasised. Guide the class to recognise the 
desire to help as a valuable aspect of living 
with others i.e. that it matters /ess that the 
boy was late to class’or that his clothes were 
torn and dirty, than that he helped the boy 
in trouble, 


39 Talking about Things (Link page : 43) 

„Topic: Acquaintance with features of the 
city and the neighbourhood. The idea of this 
lesson is getting children to talk about various 
aspects of everyday living. The questions are 
intended to get the child to find out, if he 
does not know, and to gain an active (as 
opposed to a passive) knowledge of life around 


him. The questions can b i i 
se e modified if neces- 


40 Games we Play 
Topic : Games for health and exercise, 


The text is self-explanator i i 
enjoy talking about cricket anil pede bale 
cularly, Bring, or ask children to bring, the 
ee items to examine them -a shuttlecock 
emp ball ete. Talk about textures, lightness, 
anness, also about which lasts longest Let 
children drop each of them to the ground and 
see how each thing ‘behaves’ when dropped. 


41 Bush i 
z es and Shrubs (Link pages: 42 46 


75 


Concept: Size and type categories in the 
plant world. 

1 Simple classification of the plant world into 
bushes, shrubs, grasses. The lesson is only 
a lead to the topic. a 

2 Reinforce the facts of the text by a visit toa 
park or garden to observe different kinds of 
plants. 


42 Trees (Link pages: 41 46 53) 
Concept: As on p. 41 


Pages 41 and 42 can be taught together. Teach 
accurate identification of the parts. Encourage 
plenty of drawing activity, paper-modelling of 
trees, looking at pictures of different kinds of 
trees etc, 


43 Talk about Yourself (Link page: 39) 


Another oral conversational exercise (as on 
p. 39) to encourage children to think, talk and 
find out. Gei children to talk in some detail— 
‘no’ and ‘yes’ answers must be pushed for 
more information with questions like, ‘What 
do you do in that case” 


44 The Crow on the Teashop (Link pages : 
23 31 39 60) 


Concept: Spatial relationships. 


The picture illustrating this lesson is a 
sample one to show how we locate things in 
relation to other things—the crow on the 
teashop, the tree behind the temple. Follow 
text giving children time to do colouring 
exercise. Guide them if necessary on the 
written exercise. 
2 Obtain some more pictures where spatial 
relationships are clear, Frame questions on 
these which children can answer orally. 
Insist on accuracy here. Return occasionally 
to the classroom situation and ask questions 
like ‘Where am I standing?’ ‘Raju, where is 
Ramu sitting”. Children must answer these 
in relation to themselves. 
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45 Alive and Not 


i Alive (Link pages 34 50) 
Concept ; 


Living and non-living things. 

1 Revise concept as taught on page 34. 

2 Read through text, with emphasis on the 
three characteristics of living things—they 
breathe, they move, they grow. (The need 


for food is taught later.) Illustrate every 
instance with examples. 


* The concept that living things move will be 
the most difficult to understand, Plants do 
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not apparently move. Explain that ‘move- 
ment’ in the case of plants is growing from 
small to big. d 

4 Non-living things move only if we move 
them—this may also prove difficult to 
establish. Demonstrate with examples. Clock- 
work toys must be wound by us before they 
move. A balloon grows only when we blow 
into it. 


46 Growing your Plant (Link pages: 41 42 
53 : 


Topic: The practical experience of growing 

plants. 

Make this a.classroom exercise. Each child 
can grow his own plant ina dish, or arrange 
for a large tray. Ask the children to draw 
what they see. Later, get groups to sow and 
maintain potted plants for the classroom. 


47 On the Road (Link page: 54) 
Topic: Traffic, road regulations and safety. 


1 The teaching elements are built into the text. 

2 For the latter part of the text, ask children 
to look at the pictures carefully. Address 
the questions to two or three children. Do 
not comment on the answers at this stage. 
Then discuss the answers with the class. 
Draw attention to potential dangers. | 

3 Arrange for traffic games where one child is 
a traffic policeman, and the children are 
cars, buses and cycles, Go out into an open 
ground to play this. Children must, obey 
simple traffic rules like showing direction © 
turning, slowing down at a crossing, waipa 
for the signal etc. {f this is unwieldy an 
difficult to arrange, divide children into 
smaller groups and let them play with toy 
cars and buses. f 


48 Finding The Way i 
Concept: Sense of direction and finding 
out the shortest/easiest way to destinations. 


This is a maze puzzle. There is only one 
way without obstacles and will enable 
Kamala to get to the zoo without any 
problems. But this is not the shortest way- 
Guide children on finding out the shortest 
way, measuring with string if necessary- 
Lead children to the idea that the shorter 
ways may actually take Kamala longer to 
get through because of the obstacles (the 
railway crossing etc.). 

Discuss short routes to well-known (i.e. that 
the children know) places from the school. 
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Talk about actual roads and about land- 
marks. Play a directing game by asking one 
child to direct another. The child receiving 
directions can ask for landmarks and for 
clarifications. At the end of it, -he must 
repeat the directions he has received. 


49 Things People Make (Link pages: 25 28) 
Topic = Manufacturing trades, tools and 
materials used in each job. 


l This lesson has endless possibilites for 
activity, discussion and outside trips. One 
way is to read through the lesson and get 
children to examine the pictures of the tools 
and materials used (or the tools themselves. 
if these can be made available). Start an 
oral discussion in two parts. 

What is the tool used for? 

What else can you use it for? (e. g. 
scissors can be used to cut paper or 
string, nails can be used to hang up 
pictures on walls. 

2 Arrange for a trip to see work in progress — 
a carpenter’s workshop. a cobbler at work, 
a potter at his wheel etc. Get children to 
describe the process. 


50 Growing and Moving (Link pages: 34 45) 
Concept : Growth into maturity. 

_ This is an extension of the concept that 

living things grow until they reach a stage 

Where they stop growing. Draw pictures of 

young ones of animals on the blackboard. 
iscuss size proportions achieved in adult- 

hood, 


51 Then and Now y 
Concept: Change over a period of time. 
The text is self-explanatory. Write down 

the changes as the children call them out, on 

the blackboard, Discuss the changes and check 

on them. 3 

, Talk about simple changes over a period of 

time—a table, a wall, a desk; what changes 

take place —polish wears off, scratches, distem- 

Per peels off etc, Bring in the idea that things 

need to be maintained, renewed, repaired. 

Modified. 


S2 Cleaning and Washing (Link page: 30) 
opie: How we clean, wash and polish 
things, 
Discuss each talk, asking children to narrate 
Cach stage of the job. Divide children into 
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groups and give them actual tasks—cleaning 
their desks for instance if these are made of 
wood and are old. Guide activity by sugges- 
ting improvements of method. 


53 All Kinds of Leaves (Link pages: 41 42 
oe 6) 
Concept: Shapes, sizes and textures of 
leaves. 


This is an activity lesson. If leaf-pressing is 
not feasible, let children draw from fresh 
leaves. They can trace out shapes or look and 
draw. Encourage them to identify the leaves. 
Obtain asample collection that children can 
touch and feel to understand that leaves have 


“different textures. 


54 On the Road (Link page: 47) 

Topic: Traffic and safety regulations. 

1 Let children observe each part of the picture 
carefully. ‘ 

2 A discussion based on the questions. Ask 
children to anticipate what kinds of acci- 
dents they expect may occur. 

3 Follow this with questions on the logic of 
traffic rules—not just prevention of accidents 
but also making it possible for traffic to 
move freely according to rules that everyone 
understands and obeys. 


55 In the Market (Link page: 62) 
Topic: The market-place, shops 
different kinds of things. 

1 Read through text. Let children look at 
pictures and answer the questions based on 
them. 

2 Talk about market-places. Ask children to 
recount experiences while shopping with 
older people. 

Is the market far or near? 
Is it crowded? It it easy to make your 
way through it? Is it clean or dirty? 
What does the shop-man do -— does he 
ask you what you want? Is he or she a 
pleasant person? What does he or she 
weigh things in? Do you have to 
bargain on the price? 
How are tnings arranged in the shop’ 
What do the shop-people do to make 
the shop attractive? How does the 
vegetable seller make the vegetables look 
fresh and attractive? 


selling 


56 People around you (Link pages: § 61) 


Topic: Different kinds of jobs 

1 Guide class on the written (or oral) exercise. 
2 Obtain pictures of men and women in 
different kinds of jobs. Ask children to 
identify them. 

For each profession talk about 
Whether both men and women do that 
“in our country. 

Hours of work. 
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job- 


Peculiarities of the job—manual, working 


with ths sick, sitting at a desk. Also working 
conditions—getting dirty, working im the 
sun. Whether job involves a lot of talking, a 
lot of travelling, 


57 Things around You (Link pages : 25 28 
49) 


Concept: Observation and simple classifi- 
cation of familiar objects and people. 

1 Make this a written exercise. Help with 
spelling and with any difficulty in identifying 
objects. TAA 

2 Play an I-spy kind of game, asking children 
to write down or draw answers. Each child 
thinks of an object beginning with a certain 
letter, and tells the class, ‘I spy something 
for the kitchen beginning with the letter «p’.’ 
Another variation is, ‘Look at your class- 
room. How many things can you find begin- 
ning with the letter “p”.’ or ‘How many 
brown things did you see on your way to 
school?’ Do not discuss answers that involve 
spelling errors (‘n’ for knife, for instance, is 
very common), clear them by writing out 
the word on the board, 


59 Long Time, Short Time 
Concept: The age-span of plants and 
differences in height at maturity. 

i Read text, allowing time for children to look 
at pictures. Ask comprehension questions 
based on the facts in the text. 

2 A visit to a garden would make for extended 

interest. 

Talk about how, apart from all the natural 

reasons, men contro] the life-span of plants. 

We destroy weeds, cut down plants, stems 

and roots, especially those we require for 

our cooking. 

Talk about the characteristics of plants with 

smaller life-spans—small in size, not very 

strong, can be pulled ont easily, cannot live 
in bad weather if not protected, 


Us 
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60 A Picture to Draw (Link pages: 23 31 


39 44) F 
Topic: Natural surroundings and relation- 
ships of objects. 


The- exercise will need to be explained to 
children. Thereafter it should be easy to do. 
Each subject is not restricted to the area indi- 
cated, it will need to ‘spill out’ for continuity. 
Allow children to add other subjects to the 
picture later and to colour it. 


61 Who will Help? 


Topic: Where we go for different needs and 
requirements 


Make this a written exercise. The emphasis of 
the lesson is not professions, but the fact that 
people in different jobs and professions meet ° 
different needs we have. 


62 A Market Game (Link page: 55) 


ae 


64 The Sky (Link pages : 


1 
2 


3 


Topic: Shops in classes of 


commodity. 7 
This is a game children will enjoy. Help out 
with things that are not clear. 

Organise children into groups to play 
‘market’. Each group organises a make- 
believe shop i e. real objects. need not be 
used (A cloth shop, for instance, can be 
simulated by using. stacks of newspapers. 
For greater authenticity sheets cf newspapers 
can be gummed together along the edges to 
make a long bale of ‘cloth’. The cloth can 
then be rolled onto a long stick or folded 
up for the shelves.) Children appointed as 
Customers go to the shops and buy things. 
Encourage role-playing. Guide on essential 
things—a customer must ask for a thing by 
name, ask the price of a thing before it is 
bought, examine it to see if it is good, 
mention quantity, receive a bill, make the 
payment, etc. 


specialise 


21 67) 

Topic: Objects in the sky. 

Read through text with class. 

Ask children to draw pictures of the sky 
during the day, the sky at night. 

Talk about the sky. 

When does the sun shine? 

Does the sun feel hot all day or only some 


part of the day. Which part of the day feels 
hottest? i ETEO E 


What things feel warm when the sun shines 


on them? Does the ground get warm? What 
about leaves? What if you left a bowl of 
water in the sun? A metal box? 


Does the moon shine very night? Is it the 
same shape every night? Which looks 
bigger—the sun or the moon? Which looks 
cooler? Does the moon have any patterns on 
it? 

Some nights you cannot see the stars— 
what kinds of nights are these? Are stars all 
the same size? 


65 The Kind Policeman (Link page: 22) 
Topic: The policeman as a part of the 
police-stations—community services. 

The text is self-explanatory for teaching. 

Project the police system as a service and the 

Policeman as a person who helps maintain law 

and order. 


66 The Ground we Walk on 
Topic: Soils and the composition of soils. 


This lesson can be extended to many interes- 

ting exploratory activities besides those sugges- 

ted in the main text. The idea is getting 
children to look closely at composition, tex- 
tures, colours, smells. Some suggestions: 

1 Collect soils of different kinds. Ask children 
to examine each lot under a magnifying 
glass. Ask them to record (write or say) 
What they see systematically: what colour, 
large particles or small particles, wet or dry 
or damp, heavy or light, leaves fingers clean 


or dirty when touched, what things it 
contains, 
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2 Get as many glass mugs as there are varie- 
ties of soils. Ask children to pour a handful 
of each into the mugs. What happens to the 
water—changes colour, clean or muddy. 
What happens to the soil—does it ‘melt 
away’, sink to the bottom, does anything 
float on top? 


-How can you separate the soil from the 
water? Experiments in straining with cloth, 
paper ete. 


67 The Changing Moon (Link pages: 21 64) 
Concept : The phases of the moon. 


The text is self-explanatory for teaching. 
Provide for plenty of drawing activity. 


68 The Potter and the Basket-weaver 
Topic : Crafts 


This page shows two different craftsmen at 
work—the potter and the basket-weaver. 
Organise a trip to show children how crafts- 
men work: to appreciate working environ- 
ment, materials used and the process of 
making things. 


69 A Picture Panel to Make 


A suggestion for end-of-the-year activity, 
Children will have their own ideas and sugges- 
tions. Allow plenty of time and provide 
varieties of materials, but guide activity so 
that a project takes shape and each child has 
a definite task. P 
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